Science 30S






Name ________________

DIRTY MONEY

Purpose:

To test the myth:

Money is one of the dirtiest things people touch everyday.

Equipment:

( several agar plates

( sample of freshly circulated money

● cotton swabs

● 2 items people commonly touch everyday (ex. Bathroom taps, staircase railing, computer keyboards, door knobs…)
Procedure:

Draw a line across the bottom of each of your agar plates and label one side – control, and the other side – test.  Wet the tip of a sanitary swab in distilled water and rub it along the control half of the agar plate.  Take your sample of coin money and carefully swab it with the same wet swab, then rub the swab across the test half of the agar plate.  Seal the petri-dish with parafin wax and store at 37( for several days.  Repeat the same procedure with 2 other samples of your choice.  Record all observations at regular intervals, and draw a diagram of any bacteria growth.

Observations:

Table 1: Bacteria Colony Counts for Petri-dish Cultures

	Sample
	Day 1
	Day 5
	Day 6
	Day 7 
	Day 8
	Day 9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 2: Description of Petri-dish Cultures

	Sample
	Day 1
	Day 5
	Day 6
	Day 7 
	Day 8
	Day 9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Conclusion:

Myth confirmed, plausible, or busted?

Describe how your results support your conclusion.

Discussion:

State some possible sources of error for this experiment and how the experiment could be repeated in a more accurate manor.

